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SUMMARY

BLUEPRINT
Newspaper

May 20, 2022

On fighting
menaces of
money laundering

President Muhammadu Buhari, this
week, in Abuja, signed into law, three
bills aimed at improving the anti-money
laundering and counter-terrorist
financing/proliferation financing
framework in Nigeria (Proceeds of Crime
Act)

PUNCH
Newspaper

Monday, July
11,2022

Need for Probe,
Accountability in
Defence Spending

Recurring allegations that a percentage
of the military budgets ends up in the
private pockets of some of the top brass,
bureaucrats, contractors, and politicians
have been given some credence.

The recent arrest of a military contractor
and recovery of huge sums from his
Abuja residence by the Independent
Corrupt Practices and Other Related
Offences Commission is the latest pointer
to the pervasive corruption. In the
operation, the ICPC said it recovered
N175.7 million; $220,965; luxury cars,
including Mercedes G-Wagon, and 2022
edition of BMW units; customised mobile
phones; several designer wristwatches,
including three Rolexes, and some
property documents.

PREMIUM
TIMES

Monday, 19t
September,
2022

Taming the
Scourge of Security
Funds Theft

A national policy dialogue on corruption
and insecurity in Nigeria recently
organised by the ICPC, exhumed what




does not regrettably command national
attention. Funds for national security are
brazenly stolen in the country by
security top brass, contractors and
bureaucrats. This is against the backdrop
of the clamour for adequate funding of
security agencies amidst rising security
challenges that have resulted in wanton
killings, kidnappings and maiming of
thousands of citizens by non-state actors.

THE NATION
NEWSPAPER

Tuesday, 20t
September,
2022

ICPC, name,
shame, prosecute!

Desperate ailments, as they say, warrant
desperate remedies. That must be why in
some countries, notably in the non-
liberal Asian world, grand corruption
carries the death penalty. Of course,
some of those verdicts are in themselves
corrupt designs of political repression,
but the message that the culture of graft
is intolerable does not get ‘lost in
translation.” In Nigeria, corruption is a
deep-rooted malaise that has over the
years defied remedial efforts, yet we
seem to treat it still with kid gloves.

LEADERSHIP
Newspaper

Tuesday, 20t
September,
2022

ICPC On Sexual
Harassment

ICPC recently disclosed plans to set up a
special team/unit tasked with the
responsibility of handling sexual abuse
cases. This was revealed by the ICPC
chairman, Prof. Bolaji Owasanoye at the
national stakeholders’ engagement and
presentation of draft model policies on
sexual harassment in educational
institutions in Abuja.

THE NATION
NEWSPAPER

Wednesday,
21st

A Wasteful
Country

If the report by Sunday Punch of
September 10, 2022, is anything to go by,




September,
2022

we can clearly see an aspect of the
country’s life that is difficult to explain.
According to the report, there are over
2,000 assets seized from politically
exposed persons, civil servants and
others, that are rotting away. And this at
a time the government is facing an acute
cash crunch and has resorted to massive
borrowing to execute some capital
projects!

PEOPLES
DAILY
Newspaper

Thursday,
22nd
September,
2022

Corruption
Windows in MDAs

An eerie indication of this happening
emerged from a testimony the ICPC gave
during last Thursday’s public hearing
held by the Senate Committee on Finance
on the 2023 Federal Budget. ICPC
Chairman, Prof. Bolaji Owasanoye
testified that the 2021 and 2022 budgets
were padded with duplicated projects
worth N400bn by federal ministries,
departments and agencies.

LEADERSHIP
Newspaper

Friday, 23rd
September,
2022

Reforming  The

Civil Service

Just when many Nigerians thought
budget padding had become a thing of
the past, the Independent Corrupt
Practices and Other Related Offences
Commission (ICPC) recently disclosed
that the 2021 budget totaling N13.59
trillion was padded by civil servants in
the various Federal Ministries,
Departments, and Agencies (MDAs), with
duplicated projects worth N300 billion.

THISDAY
Newspaper

Tuesday, 27th
September,
2022

MDAs and Padded
Budgets

Financial ‘padding’ is increasingly
becoming part of the nation’s budgeting
system. At a recent interactive session
with the Senate Committee on Finance




on the 2022-2025 Medium Term
Expenditure Framework, the
Independent Corrupt Practices
Commission (ICPC) accused ministries,
departments and agencies (MDAs) of
government of fiddling with the 2021
and 2022 budgets to the tune of N400
billion by duplicating projects.

NIGERIAN
TRIBUNE

Thursday, 29th
September,
2022

ICPC’'s Budget
Padding
Allegation

By now, Nigerians must be tired of
hearing and reading stories of graft and
sleaze perpetrated by officials of the
Ministries, Departments and Agencies
(MDAs) of the government. There just
seems to be no end to these stories, with
the culprits walking as free (wo)men
while committing monumental crimes. In
yet another corruption story, ahead of
President Muhammadu Buhari'’s
presentation of the 2023 Appropriation
Bill to the National Assembly, the
Independent Corrupt Practices
Commission (ICPC) told the Senate
penultimate week that the N13.59 trillion
2021 budget was padded by the various
MDAs with duplicated projects worth
N300 billion, while duplicated projects
worth N100 billion were also inserted
into the N17.12 trillion 2022 budget by
some MDAs.

PEOPLES
DAILY

Thursday, 6t
October, 2022

ICPC Should
Expose Budget
Padding Culprits

In March 2015, while campaigning for
election as president, Muhammadu
Buhari made a commitment to end
corruption in public high places. He said,
“If we don’t kill corruption, it will kill




Nigeria.” As it turned out, he did not only
win the election that year, he was re-
elected in 2019. Now, three years into
the President’s second and last term,
corruption is giving as much as it is
taking. If truth be told, it may outstay
Buhari’s presidency.

NATION
NEWSPAPER

Friday, 7th
October, 2022

An Officer and
Gentleman

It is a general belief at home and abroad
that locating an honest Nigerian is like
looking for a needle in a haystack. This is
even more difficult, by general
perception, in the Nigeria Police Force.
But an exception was found in Daniel
Armah, a Chief Superintendent of Police,
who heads the Divisional Police Division
in Bompai, Nasarawa Local Government
Area of Kano State. Armah shunned an
opportunity to benefit from the rotten
system as he rejected a $200,000 bribe.

THE SUN
NEWSPAPER

Saturday, 8th
October 22,
2022

Unending Fraud
in MDAs

The padding of budgets by civil servants
across the Federal Ministries,
Departments and Agencies (MDAs) has
shown that the war against graft is not as
effective as it should be. The unending
fraud in the MDAs obtains because those
involved have not been caught and
adequately punished. The fact that some
people get away with corruption has
emboldened others to follow the evil
way.




GUARDIAN
NEWSPAPER

Wednesday,
12th  QOctober,
2022

Management of
Recovered Assets

Revelation that over 2,000 assets
confiscated from politically exposed
persons, civil servants and other
individuals are rotting away is not just
alarming, it underscores the lack of
political will and fluttering anti-
corruption campaign of the Federal
Government. Given also the huge loss the
country is garnering as a result of the
mismanagement of the assets, President
Muhammadu Buhari has an onerous duty
to address the gaping deficits, as the only
course to redeem the waning reputation
of his administration in this regard.

NATION
NEWSPAPER

Thursday, 13t
October, 2022

Unhelpful
Buckpassing

President Muhammadu Buhari is known
to be taciturn. Rarely does he
communicate his views on burning
national issues to the public. However,
the National Summit organised by the
Independent Corrupt Practices And
Other Related Offences Commission
(ICPC) on graft in the public sector
provided the public a chance to peep into
the inner recesses of his mind on the
long-drawn strike by the Academic Staff
Union of Universities (ASUU).




On fighting menaces of money laundering...
May 20, 2022 Blueprint
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Muhammadu Buhari,
this week, in Abuyja,

signed into law, three bills
aimed at improving the anti-
money laundering and
counter-terrorist
financing/proliferation
financing framework in
Nigeria.

Money laundering refers to
the process of taking illegally
obtained money and making
it appear to have come from
a legitimate source. It
involves putting the money
through a series of
commercial transactions in
order to “clean” the money.

For example, money may be
placed in a business and
disguised as sales revenue in
order to camouflage its
origin. Money laundering is
illegal in itself.

The bills signed by the
President to check money
laundering are the Money
Laundering (Prevention and
Prohibition) Bill, 2022; the
Terrorism (Prevention and
Prohibition) Bill, 2022; and
the Proceeds of Crime

(Recovery and Management)
Bill, 2022.

Speaking at a signing
ceremony at the Council
Chamber, State House, the
President said the bills are in
tandem with his
administration's
commitment to fight
corruption and illicit
financing activities.

And, crucially, he added that
the bills are critical to the
governance agenda and the
development of Nigeria.
“The new laws have
provided enough punitive

measures and containment
strategies against abuses and
compromises,” he said,
noting that the inadequacy
of the repealed acts had
impacted legal actions
against offender.

Crucially, too, the President
said: “We will not rest until
we rid the nation of the
menace of money
laundering, terrorism and
other financial crimes.”

Why should government
rest in its anti-money
laundering campaign that is
so important to the
continued peace and survival
of the country?

The effects of economic
crime can be more damaging
than what analysts often
describe, especially in a
developing country like
Nigeria. For a long time,
money laundering has
become another terror
threatening the growth of
the economy such that it
drags the wheel of
governance and economic
development.

It is estimated that amount
of money laundered globally
in one year is 2% to 5% of
global GDP, or US$800
billion to US$2 trillion — and
that's a low estimate. Money
laundering often
accompanies activities like
smuggling, illegal arms sales,
embezzlement, insider
trading, bribery and
computer fraud schemes. It's
also common with organised
crime including human,
arms or drug trafficking and
prostitution rings. The U.N.
Office on Drugs and Crimes
estimates that annual illicit
proceeds total more than $2

trillion globally and proceeds
of crime generated in the
United States were estimated
to total approximately $300
billion in 2010, or about two
percent of the overall US.
economy at the time.
However, for an illegal
enterprise to succeed,
criminals must be able to
hide, move and access the
proceeds of their crimes.
Without usable profits, the
criminal activity cannot
continue. This is why
criminals resort to money
laundering,

Money laundering involves
masking the source of
criminally derived proceeds
so that the proceeds appear
legitimate, or masking the
source of monies used to
promote illegal conduct.

Money laundering generally
involves three steps: placing
illicit proceeds into the
financial system; layering, or
the separation of the
criminal proceeds from their
origin; and integration, or
the use of apparently
legitimate transactions to
disguise the illicit proceeds.
Once criminal funds have
entered the financial system,
the layering and integration

phases make it very difficult
to track and trace the money.
Money laundering affects

indigenous entrepreneurs
which the Buhari-led

administration has tried to
assist. The illicit funds gotten
from money laundering
activities are used in bringing
goods to the market and
such goods are being sold at
prices below the cost prices.

This will, undoubtedly, affect
the business of other
entrepreneurs in the same
business. Money laundering
promotes none or low profit
making enterprises which
tend to discourage
indigenous entrepreneurs
who got their funds from
legitimate sources.

This development,
eventually, frustrates these
indigenous entrepreneurs
out of the system leaving the
economy of the countties
into the hands of launderers.
The resultant effect of this is
that the economy of the
country depends on the
unsteady operators of its
economy, the launderers,
who have no intention of
making profit, thereby
jeopardising the economic
stability of the country.
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Another effect of money
laundering on the Nigeria
economy is that it attacks the
reliability of the people on
financial institutions. It was
observed that between the
80s and 90s the reputation
of the financial institutions
in Nigeria was very low
because the financial
institutions relied extensively
on the illicit proceeds of
economic and financial
crimes.

These financial institutions
only enjoyed these funds for
a very short period, before
they became disintegrated
and some liquidated because
they could not stand the test
of time. Banks like the
National Bank, Allied Bank,
Bank for Credit and
Commerce International
were some of the banks that
were affected during these
periods.

Foreign investors find it
extremely difficult to invest
in any venture in the country
during these periods due to
obvious reasons which are
the effect of financial and
economic crimes on the
economy of the country.
These also hindered the
growth of the economy of
the country.

Money laundering could lead
to increase in liability and
heighten the risks for assets
quality in the financial
system. When this happens,
it may create systemic risks
for the financial services
industry and consequently
lead to loss of confidence
and credibility in the
financial institution.

On the international level,
the socio-economic effect of
money laundering on
Nigeria is that the reputation
of the country had been
negatively affected with such
development imposing

some constraints on Nigeria
in international economic
relations.

In fact, until recently,
Nigerians were treated with
disrespect in almost every
entry points of western
countries on account of the
country's association with
money laundering and other
crimes.

The negative impact of
money laundering and other
financial and economic
crimes on the country can be
attributed to the reduction
of international
opportunities extended to
the country which had
prevented foreign investors
to invest into the financial
and economic growth of the
country.

For example, a report
written by the Nigerian
Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
says that a great decline in
capital importation for
investment purposes into
Nigeria has occurred.
According to NBS, the total
value of capital imported
into Nigeria in the first
quarter of 2016 was $710.97
million, the lowest level since
the series began in 2007.
This represents a decline of
54.34% since the final
quarter of 2015, and a year
onyear decline of 73.79%.

However, Nigeria must not
be allowed to continue to
suffer due to actions of
some few dubious people. In
fact, itis based on the need to
check the illegal activities of
these few that the recent
signing of the three bills
aimed at improving the anti-
money laundering and
counter-terrorist
financing/proliferation
financing framework in
Nigeria cannot be
underestimated. Still, it is
desirable that Buhari

reappraises the roles of
established institutions
fighting corruption and
economic crimes such as the
Economic and Financial
Crime Commission (EFCC)
and the Independent
Corrupt Practices and Other
Recsl=amiwe. d O = F et
Commission (ICPC), with a
view to strengthening them
and boosting their capacities.

Of course, the National
Assembly members should
be commended for their
tenacity, courage and
commitment in ensuring
that Nigeria has put in place
effective measures to
address the menace of
money laundering, terrorism
and terrorism financing;

ASUU, end the strike for
Nigeria's sake

This week, President
Muhammadu Buhari
appealed to the members of
the Academic Staff Union
of Universities (ASUU) to
consider the plight of
students and call off the
ongoing strike.

The President also urged
students in the country's
public tertiary institutions to
exercise patience as the
government strives to
address the nagging issues in
the university system within
the ambit of the resources
available.

He made the appeal at the
event marking the 19th
National Productivity Day
and the conferment of the
National Productivity Order
of Merit Award (NPOM) on
48 eminent Nigerians and
organisations in both the
public and private sectors,
for their high productivity,
hard-work and excellence.

Although the need for the
lecturers to end their
industrial action cannot be
overemphasised, it, logically,

seems that they, alone,
without the government
playing its own part, cannot
bring the strike to a
successful end.

To end the strike, the two
parties need to agree to do so
and agree as soon as
possible. Specifically, the teo
parties should honour
agreements willingly and
sanely entered into for
academic activities to
commence in the affected
universities.

No doubt, it is with a view to
finding a way to achieve that
objective that the President
directed his Chief of Staff,
Minister of Labour and
Employment, Minister of
Education, Minister of
Finance, Budget and
National Planning to meet
relevant parties at the
negotiation table to critically
look at the grey areas in the
demands of the striking
ASUU and other university-
based labour unions.

Therefore, it is hoped that
the government's delegation
and the unions should,
actively and meaningfully,
participate at the ongoing
negotiations process and, at
the same time, realise that
the nation and its youths,
who are leaders of
tomorrow, look up to them
to amicably resolve their
disagreements and pave way
for reopening of the
universities.

Above that, the disputing
parties must not feel shy or
refrain from, where
necessary, shifting position,
lowering demands and
expectations and make
compromises all with the
intention to peacefully and
successfully bring to an end
the needless closure of our
universities.
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Need for probe, accountability in defence spending
11th July 2022
By Punch Editorial Board

RESH setbacks in the

long-running war

against insurgency
raise posers on how the huge
defence allocations of the
past few years are spent. A
report said allocations to the
defence sector averaged $1.9
billion annually in the past 10
years, a tidy sum that should
have translated to a more
effective military campaign.
Alas, while it 1is
acknowledged that the
military is stretched and
fighting on multiple fronts, it
is tragic that the Armed
Forces are performing below
par in the counter-
insurgency campaign. It is
time to probe defence
spending and entrench
accountability.

Recurring allegations that a
percentage of the military
budgets ends up in the
private pockets of some of
the top brass, bureaucrats,
contractors, and politicians
have been given some
credence. Several former

and serving military and
security personnel have been
investigated for embezzling
funds and some arraigned by
law enforcement agencies.
Many others suspected of
fraud are walking free.

The recent arrest of a
military contractor and
recovery of huge sums from
his Abuja residence by the
Independent Corrupt
Practices and Other Related
Offences Commission is the
latest pointer to the
pervasive corruption.In the
operation, the ICPC said it
recovered N175.7 million;
$220,965; luxury cars,
including Mercedes G-
Wagon, and 2022 edition of
BMW units; customised
mobile phones; several
designer wristwatches,
including three Rolexes, and
some property documents.

Though a former Chief of
Army Staff linked to the

seizures has since denied it,
the incident once again re-
ccheoges. the—nced=for 2
thorough and
comprehensive probe into
the defence allocations and
spendingin the country.

Nigerians are doubly
afflicted; hundreds are being
killed, kidnapped, raped, and
maimed by terrorists and
sundry criminals, and
homes, worship centres, the
highways and waterways are
unsafe. Some communities
have been overrun by
Islamic terrorists,
bandits/terrorists, random
killers, Fulani
herdsmen/militants and
kidnappers. Sadly, the
billions of naira and dollars
appropriated over the years
are often not properly
accounted for, with some
stolen outright.

Despite the huge allocations
and drawdowns, the anti-

insurgency war has
continued to falter. Apart
from allegations of financial
malfeasance, there are
frequent reports of ill-
motivated, ill-equipped
troops, opaque procurement
processes and zero
accountability.

The humanitarian and
economic costs of this fiasco
have been monumental.
According to the Global
Terrorism Index 2020,
Nigeria incurred the largest
economic impact from
insurgency from 2007 to

2019 at $142 billion.

Yet, Nigeria's military
budgetary allocation dwarfs
the defence budgets of all
other West African states put
together. Niger Republic's is
less than $190 million; Chad,
$24 million; Benin Republic,
$116 million and Cameroon
at $244 million.

The Centre for Democracy
and Development estimates
that a whopping $15 billion
has been squandered
through fraudulent arms
procurement deals in the last
20 years. It alleged that “the
political and security elite
monetised the conflicts and
the resultant humanitarian
crises.” Meanwhile, the GTI
ranked Nigeria as the world's
third most terrorism-prone
country with no
improvement since 2017.

Lack of accountability has
evolved into a bureaucratic
web where money voted to
fight terrorists and bandits is
allegedly being filched by

insiders and contractors.
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Multiple investigations
should be launched to instil
accountability, expose the
thieves, and facilitate the
recovery of stolen assets.

Weapons procurement is
opaque and this provides a
cover for inflation of
contract costs, and purchase
of obsolete items. A paper
published on the
ReserachGate platform
claimed that the annual
budgetary allocations to the
Army, Navy and Air Force
were inflated using different
expenditure headings 2014
through 2018. Troops are
reportedly denied modern
weapons and basic welfare.
These allegations deserve
thorough investigation.

The Speaker, House of
Representatives, Femi
Gbajabiamila, complained
last year that the expenditure
on military hardware and
training in the previous five
years hovered between just
nine and 11 per cent of the
total budgetary allocation to

the Armed Forces. About 91
per cent is spent on
overheads, salaries, and
welfare.

An alert by the National
Security Adviser, Babagana
Monguno, in March 2021 on
the disappearance of the
arms procurement funds
resonates. He told the BBC
Hausa Service, “The funds
are nowhere to be found and
the weapons have not been
seen, and the newly
appointed service chiefs
have declared that they have
not seen the weapons.” His
hint that a probe was
underway has not
manifested 17 months after,
and the culprits uncovered.
A former General Officer
Commanding, 8 Division, a
major-general, was exposed
for authorising the
transportation of N400
million cash by road from
Sokoto to Abuja.

The government should
initiate investigations by the
anti-graft agencies, and
simultaneously, forensic, and
materials audits. All monies

released should be
accounted for. In 2018, the
President, Major General
Muhammadu Buhati (retd.),
approved the release of
$1billion from the Excess
Crude Account for the
military. Between 2020 and
2021, Nigeria reportedly
raised its military spending
by 56 percent to reach $4.5
billion.The service-wide
vote is regularly raided to
fund the military.
Disappointingly, Nigerians
have not seen the fruits of
these drawdowns.

The National Assembly has
failed in its responsibility to
demand accountability. Each
chamber should conduct
probes into specific funding
heads. The NASS should
stop hastily approving
requests for funds without
undertaking due diligence
and insisting on accounting
for previous appropriation.

In other climes,
accountability, monitoring
and evaluation and
transparency in

procurement rank high in
administering the defence
sector. In 2017, a three-star
general, Ronald Lewis, was
demoted by two rungs by the
United States authorities for
using a government credit
card to pay for bills at strip
clubs in Italy and South
Korea. In 2015, China
sentenced a three-star
general, Gu Junshan, to
death for embezzling
military funds.

Transparency and
accountability should be
instilled in military
budgeting and procurement
processes in Nigeria too.
Effective oversight by the
Ministry of Finance and the
Budget Office, as well as the
NASS must be
institutionalised.

The military should ensure
that funds are used
effectively, while showing
corrupt and incompetent
officers the door,
prosecuting them and
recovering all stolen monies.

1
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EDITORIAL:
Taming the scourge of security funds theft

By Premium Times

September 19, 2022

PREMIUM TIMES believes that treating security funds as booty, as it appears to be
customary today, will persist until opacity in spending is removed.

national policy
dialogue on
corruption and

insecurity in Nigeria recently
organised by the
Independent Corrupt
Practices and Other Related
Offences Commission
(ICPC), exhumed what does
not regrettably command
national attention. Funds for
national security are brazenly
stolen in the country by
security top brass,
contractors and bureaucrats.
This is against the backdrop
of the clamour for adequate
funding of security agencies
amidst rising security
challenges that have resulted
in wanton killings,
kidnappings and maiming of
thousands of citizens by
non-state actors.

The convener of the
dialogue and Chairman,
ICPC, Professor Bolaji
Owasanoye, bemoaned the
fact that the Police Trust
Fund, set up just three years
ago, specifically in 2019, by
an Act of Parliament, is
aggressively being raided by
denizens of public
corruption in high places,
thereby undermining
government's effort to
retool or reposition the
Force. In the 2021 budget,
N74 billion was provided for
the PTF and meant for
training and retraining of
police personnel. But this
objective is about to be
derailed if the abusers are
not effectively checkmated.
It is for this reason that

PREMIUM TIMES views
the “investigation for abuse,
fund diversion, questionable
welfare packaging that is not
for the police who are the
beneficiaries of the fund and
sundry corrupt practices” by
the ICPC as most salutary.

The Nigeria Police Force is
totally dysfunctional,
compelling the Federal
Government to shift its
statutory responsibilities to
the military. Professionally,
this is damaging as the
military have been over-
stretched in the 36 states of
the federation. It is most
disturbing that some elite
cohorts want this status quo
to continue. Therefore, the
ICPC inquest should be
thorough, open and
conclusive; and those with
questions to answer must be
made to speak up in
accordance with the law.

The malfeasance is not only
in the police, it cuts across
other security services. A
former service chief
embezzled N4 billion from
the military budget, which he
deposited into the accounts
of two companies he is a
beneficial owner of and sole
signatory to, with which he
bought properties in the
name of cronies and proxies.
Already, ICPC has recovered
N220 million from the
N1billion civil servants in a
line ministry transferred to
four shell companies; funds
meant for special operations.
The Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission
(EFCC) had recovered N2.4
billion and $156 million
from an ex-service chief, as
testified by a prosecution
witness, Tosin Owobo, in a
Federal High Court trial in
March 2018. The wife of the

said officer coughed up
N382 million.

It will also be recalled that a
former Chief of Defence
Staff, Alex Badeh, was tried
for alleged theft of N3.97
billion as the Chief of Air
Staff but the trial was struck
out following his sudden
death in 2019. Before then, a
prosecution witness had told
the court, how he stole N558
million monthly from the
payroll, converted it to
dollars and pocketed this.

We have also learnt how $2.1
billion set aside for arms
procurement was allegedly
shared to apparatchiks of a
political party through 78
companies, during the
Goodluck Jonathan
administration. The Centre
for Democracy and
Development (CDD)
estimates that about $15
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billion has been squandered
in the last 20 years through
compromised arms
procurement deals.

Incidences like these explain
why non-state actors like
Boko Haram, Islamic State
of West African Province,
bandits and kidnappers
wield weapons superior to
those our security operatives'
possess. Thus, Nigeria has
emerged as the second most
terrorised country after Iraq,
according to the 2022 half-
year report of the Global
and International Terrorism
Research/Analysis group.
On several occasions,
bandits, insurgents or
separatist agitators have
sacked police stations,
military locations and
communities with their
superior firepower without
any resistance.

There are reports of security
personnel on the frontlines
in the North-east confirming
the sophisticated nature of
arms and ammunition the
insurgents carry. In some
instances, the state
operatives wilted or took to
their heels during combat
with them. This was evident
in the ISWAP invasion of
Kuje Medium security
prison in July, during which
888 inmates were freed,
among them 64 Boko Haram
members. Public fury arising
from this was why the House
of Representatives
Committees on Internal
Affairs and Security, probing
the incident recently, sought

to know from the Minister
of Internal Affairs, Rauf
Aregbesola, the calibre of
arms at the disposal of the
65 security personnel at the
facility during the attack. He
could not specity, preferring
to speak only on camera.

It is a no-brainer that ill-
equipped cops and military
personnel shy away from
battle, just as they are in bad
mood when their welfare
provisions and allowances
are trifled with. Periodically,
the armed services
experience this unacceptable
behaviour, not necessarily
because funds are not
available, but because
corrupt senior officers often
divert security funds into
their private pockets. About
480 police constables in
Osogbo, Osun State,
recently protested with
placards over the non-
payment of their salaries for
18 months. These are young
cops who completed their
training in May 2021. We
recall also that in July 2018,
the non-payment of
allowances of mobile police
personnel for six months in
Maiduguri sparked street
protests and gunshots, in an
area under siege by Boko
Haram.

The Federal Government
has spent over N6 trillion on
security in the last 11 years,
much of it by the
Muhammadu Buhari regime.
Yet, the impact is not being
felt sufficiently. We note
however that in the North-

cast lately, Boko Haram and
ISWAP forces are facing
crippling aerial
bombardments from
Tucano jets. The
government should be
conscious of the correlation
between the massive theft of
S e U o L B s B U (G =731 (O
insurgency, carnage and
kidnappings ravaging the
country. Kaduna State
government has reported
that information at its
disposal revealed that 645
persons were killed in the
first half of this year. In
2021, over 1,192 Nigerians
died from banditry and
terrorism across the country,
one estimate stated.
Government has to make the
increase in defence budgets
to N874 billion in 2020 and
N840 billion in 2021 count.

Buhari's National Security
Adviser, Babagana
Monguno should be up and
doing. His March 2021 BBC
Hausa Service leak that
funds meant for arms
procurement “are nowhere
to be found... and the newly
appointed Service Chiefs
have declared that they have
not seen the weapons”
exposed gaping holes in the
procurement process. Is
there nobody in charge?
There should be clear fiscal
and administrative templates
for the spending of security
funds if accountability is to
reign. The EFCC and ICPC
should redouble their efforts
in making security personnel
or bureaucrats who turn
security funds they

administer into their private
pockets pay deatly for the
abuse of public trust. A
breach of trust in these
circumstances gives armour
to insurgents and gunmen,
which undermines the very
essence of any government
— the protection of lives and

property.

PREMIUM TIMES believes
that treating security funds as
booty, as it appears to be
customary today, will persist
until opacity in spending is
removed and oversight of
the funds enthroned in the
system. The plea-bargaining
policy through which parts
of looted funds are
recovered and the looters are
left with the rest should be
jettisoned. It does not serve
as a good enough deterrent!
These morally bankrupt
public officials whose
actions lead to Nigeria
having ill-equipped and
badly motivated fighting
forces and who by extension
bear responsibility for the
mass killings of Nigerians,
deserve to be properly
investigated and sanctioned.
The anti-graft agencies,
therefore, must be
empowered to perform their
duties untrammelled. The
Nuhu Ribadu-led EFCC was
enamoured of this liberty to
nab a sitting Inspector-
General of Police, Tafa
Balogun, and try and convict
him in a N5.7 billion official
corruption. This type of
action, we believe, is the path
to sanity.
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ICPC, name, shame, prosecute!
By Hardball on September 20, 2022

esperate ailments,
as they say, warrant
dEeSseprestasi e

remedies. That must be why
in some countries, notably in
the non-liberal Asian wotld,
grand corruption carries the
death penalty. Of course,
some of those verdicts are in
themselves corrupt designs
of political repression, but
the message that the culture
of graft is intolerable does
notget 'lostin translation.' In
Nigeria, corruption is a
deep-rooted malaise that has
over the years defied
remedial efforts, yet we seem
to treatit still with kid gloves.
Sensitivity to human rights
would not permit us to take
after tyrannical models as
cited afore, but we at least
could abstain from
gratuitously providing
comfort zones to verified
graftdealers.

The Independent Corrupt
Practices Commission
(ICPC) is a frontline
Nigerian anti-graft agency
whose official findings could
be taken as reflective of
truth. Hence, it gives
concern when the agency
fudges about findings that
warrant a crackdown on

suspects, even if its intention
is to be procedural. There's a
sense in which officialdom
takes out the bite from what
should be a sting agency and
render it tame, which is
wholly unhelpful in the

year 2022 was found padded
to the tune of N100billion
upon ICPC's scrutiny of
projects already approved
for the MDAs. According to
the anti-graft czar, some
N49.9billion was also

Nigerian context.

No less than ICPC
Chairman Professor Bolaji
Owasanoye disclosed last
week that the 2021 Federal
budget was found padded by
Ministries, Departments and
Agencies (MDAs) with
duplicated projects worth
N300billion. In like manner,

the budget of the current
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preempted from being lost
on salaries of ghost workers
put on fraudulent payrolls by
MDAs between January and
June, this year. Speaking
during an interface with the
Senate Committee on
Finance in Abuja,
Owasanoye said inter alia:
“Names of MDAs involved
in projects duplications
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running into intercepted
billions of naira and
fictitious payrolls are
available and will be
forwarded to the (Senate)
committee. The good thing
about the preemptive moves
made by us is that monies for
the fraudulent acts were
prevented from being
released to the affected
MDAs and it is gratifying
that the Finance Ministry
and the Accountant-
General's Office cooperated
with us.” He advised relevant
committees of the National
Assembly to be on the watch
for project duplications in
the proposed N19.76trillion
2023 budget.

It is good that ICPC headed
off the funds from being
disbursed. But one wonders
why the identities of affected
MDAs are being
confidentially handled —
even so at the interface with
lawmakers. With the
credibility stock of ICPC, we
expect it is certain of its
findings; so affected
agencies and officials found
culpable should be exposed
and timeously dragged
before the law. Thatis how to
fight corruption.
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ICPCONn Sexual Harrassment

Pﬂ:mnnﬂﬂthniﬂ.lnd
Crimes Commission (ICPC)

gratification

student of the
mamntamed that it waswthun the
purview of ICPC to investigate
the case in sccordance with the
Corrupt Practices and Other
Related Offences Act 2000

The trial judge held that the

report which exonerared
mhdmhmmﬂ:
Commission’s wvestigation
mlﬂ!ﬁ:dhﬂ!uﬂﬁm

iﬁdduithtdmte
of sexual 1
cwmryto&rm-& Jnd
19 of the Corrupt Practices and
Dﬂmﬂdludﬂfhu Aa,
2000, which refer to any public
n:ﬂruhm!ﬁ:uf
the discharge of his

uses his pomition o

nﬁm
any kind
duties or
tomfer mm

llmﬂdbemﬂnidm:ﬁﬂ

year law student had
IcPC ing that the Professor
had sex her in his office

without her consent, after
imviting her to the office to
rewrite an eartier cancelled test.
En . the commusmon
has the mandate to take on the
task especially in 2 society where
victims rarely report  sexual
harssment

Accomding to statista.com, In
2019, there were 59 reporied
cases of sexual viuhmﬂi:
Nigeria. The majonity of
victims were female, which
acounted for 56 e
Cnmpurdtnlﬂl'l.dnuumbﬂ
cases Teported I the
.uhrit’umuud
Also, a poll conducted by
MHO[FGLI.E in Juy 2019,
that most Nigerians
(B5 per cent) believe that there
is a high prevalence of rape in
Nigeria. This, in our opnion, is
ammmmL
Acconiing t  the report,
"about three in 10 Nigerians

DIRECTORS: Mike Okpere

Muazu Elareh
Abraham Nda-lsaiah

LEADERSHIF is a national paper symbolically
embedded in the nation’s capital,

We shall stand up for good gavernance. We shall
defend the interest of Nigerian people even against
their rulers, and we shall raise our pen at all times
in defence of what is right. These are the values by
which we intend to be assessed.

We shall never, ever for any reason forget the noble

reason of our coming into baeing:
Fom Goo ano Counrer!
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igeria is a jigsaw
puzzle. It is a
country that has

crude oil but cannot refine it.
A country where vital
electrical equipment needed
to enhance power supply are
abandoned to rot away for
years at the ports.

A country where
government would threaten
to name and shame ghost
workers' and terror sponsors
but would not carry out the
threat. A country where
government goes a-
borrowing even when it has
assets lying fallow all over the
place. We can go on and on
listing the country's queer
characteristics.

If the report by Sunday
Punch of September 10,
2022, is anything to go by, we
can clearly see an aspect of
the country's life that is
difficult to explain.
According to the report,
there are over 2,000 assets
seized from politically
exposed persons, civil
servants and others, that atre
rotting away. And this at a
time the government is
facing an acute cash crunch
and has resorted to massive
borrowing to execute some
capital projects!

The items are thosc s

recovered by the Economic
and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), the
Independent Corrupt
Practices and other Related

A wasteful country

How else do we describe a nation that allows

forfeited assets worth trillions of Naira to rot away?

By Editorial On September 21, 2022

Offences Commission
(ICPC), Nigeria Customs
Service, the Nigeria Police
Force and the National Drug
Law Enforcement Agency
(NDLEA), among others.
They were seized from high-
profile Nigerians, including a
former Chief of Defence
Staff, Air Chief Marshal
Alex Badeh, former Minister
of Petroleum Resources,
Diezani Alison-Madueke,
etc., following their
convictions by competent
courts, for corrupt practices.

We are here talking of more
than 90 sea vessels, exotic
cars, residential and
commercial buildings,
several fuel-laden tankers,
trucks, machinery, phones,
laptops, jewellery, furniture,
etc. Because of the little or
no attention paid to these
items, some of them were
said or feared to have been
re-looted or sold at
rockbottom prices to cronies

of some highly placed public
officials.

For instance, a 2020 report
by the Presidential
Committee on Audit of
Recovered Assets titled,
'Final Report of the
Presidential Investigation
Committee on the EFCC
Federal Government
Recovered Assets and
Finances from May 2015 to
May 2020', said that the
former chairman of the
EFCC, Ibrahim Magu, an
assistant inspector-general
of police, could not account
for 332 out of the 836
recovered properties, in
March 2018. The same way
he could not tell what
happened to the interest
generated from cash
recoveries by the
commission from 2015 to
2020, which must have been
quite substantial.

The report also alleged that

two ships “.....were allowed
to sink in spite of several
warnings from the Navy on
the need to evacuate the
petroleum products in the
vessels.”

But it is doubtful if
Nigerians would ever be
surprised about these items
that are perishing when the
country could have reaped
substantial financial benefits
from them. That culture did
not start today. When the
federal capital moved from
Lagos to Abuja, a lot of
properties were abandoned.
Many other public facilities,
including stadia, have been
similarly abandoned.

That is the way public
properties are treated in the
country. Public property,
here in Nigeria, is like a mad
man's leg that anyone
desirous of a piece of the
action could go cut his or her
own pound of flesh. Perhaps
it is so because of the easy
way the country makes
money from crude oil. Many
people have argued that our
governments would have
been more careful with
public funds if they actually
labour to get revenue to
finance their programmes
and projects.

Our carefree attitude, even
to the country's cash cow, is
such that we even rely on
foreigners doing the oil
exploration for crucial
statistics concerning the
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quantum of crude that is

pumped.

Well, perhaps we should not
blame the present
government for complete
inaction on this matter. At
least it set up an inter-
ministerial committee on
forfeited assets in November
2020, following approval by
President Muhammadu
Buhati. The problem is that
despite his legal background,
the attorney-general and

minister of justice,
Abubakar Malami, who set
up the committee did not
follow due process and so,
the committee as well as all
its actions were declared
illegal by a Federal High
Courtsitting in Lagos.

But the government cannot
just fold its arms following
this judgment. It should do
the rightful by following due
process in solving the
problems militating against

prompt disposal of these
prime assets that are said to
be able to fetch the country
about N4trilion. At least this
is better than the debt
unlimited option that the
government is pursuing.
One of the things it must do
is to ensure the cooperation
of the judiciary so that those
wishing to use frivolous
judicial processes to stall
their cases would not find
favour in the eyes of the
courts.

We must put a stop to this
demonic and tragic
lackadaisical attitude on the
part of our public officials.
Here again, Nigerians must
wake up to demand
responsible and responsive
governance, using all legally
available means. We cannot
have water in abundance
and continue washing our
hands with spittle.
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Reforming The Civil Service

ust when many Nige-

rians thought budget

padding had become

a thing of the past,
the Independent Corrupt
Practices and Other Re-
lated Offences Commission
(ICPC) recently disclosed
that the 2021 budget total-
ing N13.59 trillion was pad-
ded by civil servants in the
various Federal Miniatries,
Departments, and Agencies
{MDAs), with duplicated
projects warth N300 billion.

Additionally, the anti-
graft agency also disclosed
that projects’  duplica-
tion worth N100 billion
were also inserted into the
N17.12vrillion 2022 budget
by some MDAs

The ICPC further disclosed
that a whopping N49.9 bil-
lion was tracked as salaries
paid to ghost workers be-
tween January and June
this year.

We recall that, recently, a
former Accountant-General
of the Federation, Ahmed
Idris, was arrested and is on
trial for his alleged involve-
ment in a N174 billion fraud.

Compounding these rings
of sleage, last year, ICPC
informed the nation that it
successfully recovered 301
houses from two public of-
ficers in the nation's Ped-
eral Capital Tervitary (FCT),
Abuja.

The Senate Committee on
Ethics, Privileges, and Pub-
lic Petitions recently said
its findings after interfacing
with government agencies
revealed that corruption s
more endemic in the civil
service than in other sec-
tors.

According to the chairman
of the committes, Senator
Aye Akinyelure (PDP, Ondo),
civil servants are more cor-
rupt than the political class.
Though this ought not to
be a comforting statement,
it however gives the citi-
zens who have to bear the
brunt of this misapplication

of fands a lot of food for
thaught even if there is none
for the stomach.

In the opinion of this
newspaper, it is trite to even
begin to wonder how civil
servants are able to steal
these humongous amounts
of money with reforms like
the treasury single account
(TSA) and Integrated Per-
sonnel and Payroll Informa-
tion System (IPPIS) in place.

Curiously, it is the the civil
servants who are expected
to drive the agenda of any
administration.  However,
the biggest malfeasance and
corrupt practices seem to be
going on in the same civil
service.

Needless to say, no coun-
try has ever truly developed
without a first-clasa civil ser-
vice. It's no secret that many
choice properties in the FCT
are owned by civil servants.

Indeed, the administration
of President Mubammadu
Buhari cannot successfully

fight corruption with a com-
promised civil service

It is instructive o note
that Migeria earller this year
dmpp:-g five places in the
2021 Corruption Percep-
tions Index (CPI) ranking
released by Transparency
International (TI).

The country, scoring 24
out of 100 points, ranked
154 out of 180 countries
surveyed, falling back five
places from the rank of 149
in 2020 placing as the see-
ond most corrupt country in
West Africa,

It is Migeria's second con-
secutive year of a downward
spiral on the TTs CPlrank-
ing, the country's score has
dropped from 26 in 2019 to
25 in the 2020 assessment,
and further to 24 in the lat
est 2021 record.

The CPl is TI's tool for
measuring the levels of cor-
ruption in the systems of
various countries around
the world. The maximum
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points a country can score
iz 100 points, and the least
iz zero. Zero signifies the
worst performing countries
and 100, the beat-ranked.

The ranking may be an
indicator that corruption
in the country has gotten
worse over the years.

According to experts, the
reasons for corruption in
the civil service Include
weak institutional struc-
tures, cumbersome admin-
istrative procedures, lack of
a culture of accountability,
negative attitude of the civ-
il servants to work, and in-
dividuals® insatiable appe-
tite for wealth at all costs.

Others are weal institu-
tional structures, cumber-
some administrative pro-
cedures, negative attitudes
of civil servants, and non-
disclosure of information
unless someone pays for it

Sadly, despite the various
reforms taken by succes-
sive administrations, the
story has not changed, it is
a case of all motion and no
moverment.

In our considered opin-
ion, there needs to be
stricter punishment for
corrupt  civil servants
Maoat people are not pun-
ished for bad behaviors to
gerve as a deterrent and
when they are eventually
prosecuted, it is usually a
slap on the wrist. This L
to stop.

Enforcement of rules and
laws will go a long way in
curbing corruption in the
civil service.

We, therefore, call for the
speedy digitalisation of the
civil service. Also the ele-
vation of meritocracy over
nepotism. Euﬂd.ing strong
institutions will also serve
as checks and balances for
corrupt individuals,

Consequently, the cleans-
ing and reformation of the
civil service are essential
for Migeria to achieve its
potential.
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MDAS AND PADDED BUDGETS

There is need to ensure adequate consequences for proven perpetrators of the erime

inanchal "padding’ i increasingly becoming part

of the mation’s badgeting siom, Al & moent

interactive sesion with the Senate Commithes

on Finance om the 2022-305 Medium Term

Expenditune Framework, the il

Cormupt Practices Commisson {(ICPC)
acvused mandstries, departments and agenwies (MDAs) of
gevvernmsnt of Hddling with the 2001 and 202 budgets to
Fha B oo, 2S00 Bllion by duplicating progects. “From our
ovnend, detection of such projects s done by veribying their
ocations nd manes, umwlﬁwuﬂﬂwmm
autharitics nod o ndease wronghy budgebed  monles”
wiid JOPC chairman, Baolaj
Dwasanoye.

While we  commend
the WCPC jor this meoem
discoveryy ol 5 impsortand o
oot Tl thas wies rod thee first
tme that the comadssion
wodald b accising MIIAS of
myotvement o rasdhelend
acte. Al ome of 25 reoond
srnmits, ICPC disclosed that it had unoovered gross sbise
of personine] budgel and indlation as well a5 padding of
nominal rode By some MDA Aconding o Owasanoye,
in the X728 ficcal vear, the balanose recorded o
persnnel wione mlﬁhlﬂ:. utidied by MDA for other
purposas due o lack of pro sctrvity by Labe endoroemient and
velbed agemcies. That sum amounibed go BT ballion ™

I, the cormuption and lack of accosintability
many of the agences of govemment are mindbogeling,
They inflate contracts, fil fo rrmid tax, dneert pension and
Matsomal Heallh Insuranics Schsems (INFIS ) deductions, and
aggravabe the sufferings of many Miggerans The financial
ity i several of the MDAS has led o b of hage
revenes unming indo imlliors of naim. Cwasanoye akao
rmevealod that M267 billion meant for the school iveding
programeme in some federal government oolleges during
the COVIDETS Ickdown ended up in Iﬂ'l:pu.‘kch-:d bogr
officals of MDA Another N25 billbon wa weportedly
misappropriatnd by a senbat civil servant i the Federal
Miristry of Agriculture and his cronies

The financial

in several of the MDAs has led to loss of
huge revenues running into trillions of naira

Thesss allegations are not coming ondy from the JCPC In
2017, the obfice of the Auditor-Ceneral of the Federation
(AuGE) gave o damning report on the finanoal necoeds
of the MDAs Thee it mepot showed that thee wene
deficiencies  in  the procosses for  consolidating  the
balimges of MDA mo ome cconomac ﬂ.'||:|t:|. I axlditiai,
16 government defaulted in the submvision of
ansdited accounibs foe 2015, 2056 and 2017, while some others
e mesor bothered do submdt ay finsncial statomients
sknce incepdion. Same agenods had consistently breached
the extant bows, gridelines and eegulabions in remisson of
mmﬂmewl}'ﬁhﬁiv.ﬂ.mm: TSAL Indowd, the
Fiscal Resporsibility Commibsion (FRC) revesled in sis
ANT report that the MDAS
defreuded  the country of
over MNlmllon  in sewen
years. Perbaps 0 ooown
the  impunite the  fommer
Accountant  Cemeral of (he
Fedirabion, Alarrisd Iddris, was
Thirnself fingensd. and incoed
meoently arraggned over NI9
billron chargrs.
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EDITORIAL

ICPC's Budget Padding Allegation

By Tribune Online On Sep 29, 2022

y now, Nigerians
must be tired of
hearing and reading

stories of graft and sleaze
perpetrated by officials of
the Ministries, Departments
and Agencies (MDAs) of the
government. There just
seems to be no end to these
stories, with the culprits
walking as free (wo)men
while committing
monumental crimes. In yet
another corruption story,
ahead of President
Muhammadu Buhari's
presentation of the 2023
Appropriation Bill to the
National Assembly, the
Independent Corrupt
Practices Commission
(ICPC) told the Senate
penultimate week that the
N13.59 trillion 2021 budget
was padded by the various
MDAs with duplicated
projects worth N300 billion,
while duplicated projects
worth N100 billion were also
inserted into the N17.12
trillion 2022 budget by some
MDAs. This was in addition
to the N49.9billion tracked
as salary for ghost workers
between January and June
this year. The ICPC
chairman, Professor Bolaji
Owasanoye, made the
revelations during an
interaction with members of
the Senate Committee on
Finance. According to the
ICPC boss, the duplicated
projects were tracked

through thorough
scrutinisation carried out on
approved projects for the
various MDAs.

He said: “The names of the
MDAs involved in project
duplications running into
billions of naira and the
fictitious payrolls are
available and will be
forwarded to the committee.
The good thing about the
preemptive moves made by
us is that funds for the
fraudulent acts were
prevented from being
released to the affected
MDASs and it is gratifying
that the Finance Ministry
and the Accountant
General's office cooperated
with us. From our own end,
detection of such projects is
done by verifying their
locations and names,
following which we tell the
appropriate authorities not
to release wrongly budgeted
money to them” The ICPC
boss urged the relevant
committees of the National
Assembly to be on the
lookout for similar project
duplications in the proposed
N19.76 trillion 2023 budget.
On its part, the committee
expressed satisfaction with
the presentations, adding
that the operational cost of
the agency would be
increased to enable it to roll
out more proactive measures
against corrupt practices

across the various MDAs.

Just like the Senate
committee did, Nigerians
definitely must be impressed
by the proactive ways in
which the ICPC is fighting
corruption. It is indubitable
that, as noted by the
committee's chairman,
Senator Olamilekan Adeola,
the ICPC's submissions
“clearly show that all hope is
not lost for our dear country
as far as fighting corruption
is concerned.” But then, it is
apposite to ask why these
infractions escaped
detection at the National
Assembly in the first place.
Members of the National
Assembly's committees
which have oversight
functions over the various
MDAs saw copies of the
budget proposals and vetted
them, so how did they fail to
detect and stop potential
sleaze of such a huge
proportion? What were the
committee members doing?
Were they on a safari?

Besides, at the level of the
executive arm of
government, individual
estimates are also supposed
to undergo scrutiny, so why
was this not done? It is clear
that were it not for the eagle-
eyed ICPC, the nation would
have been robbed blind by
the criminals behind the
budget charade at the MDAs.

The conclusion is therefore
inescapable that both the
executive and the legislative
arms of the government are
short-changing the country
through laxity or outright
connivance. Itis a shame that
it has taken the ICPC to alert
the National Assembly to the
grand larceny that it should
have prevented in the first
place.

If anything, the revelations
by the ICPC boss, who
together with Brigadier-
General Buba Marwa (Retd)
of the National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency
(NDLEA) and Professor
Ishaq Oloyede of the Joint
Admissions and
Matriculation Board (JAMB)
seems to be virtually the only
bright spots in public service
under the current
administration, should be
of serious concern to all
Nigerians. It puts into bold
relief the manner in which
the country has always been
shortchanged and served
fraudulently by its so-called
leaders with their corrupt
outlook on the processes of
governance. The budgets in
question were presented as
having gone through the
painstaking processes of the
executive and the legislative
arms of government, yet
they were suffused with
corrupt duplication of
projects to show that there
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was really nothing thorough
or above board about the
governance processes in the
countty.

There is no special way that
the ICPC came up with
identifying and isolating
duplicated projects in the
budget that the office of the
DRERCH T, G P g
Government of the
Federation (SGF), which was
supposed to be the clearing
house for all budget
proposals and the Federal
Ministry of Finance, which

was to finally crosscheck the
budget before final
presentation at the National
Assembly, and the National
Assembly itself that was
supposed to scrutinise every
budget through its various
committees at the level of
the two chambers, could not
have done before unleashing
the fraudulent budgets on
the country. Evidently, the
budgets went through
shoddy scrutiny and cross-
checking at all levels due to
incompetence and
corruption, creating the

current spectacle of dubious
and duplicated projects that
the ICPC is publicly calling

out.

Thereis certainly aneed fora
radical restructuring of the
processes of governance in
the country. There must be a
focus on overcoming the
massive corruption
characterising the whole
government structure. The
ICPC has a responsibility in
this regard to come up with
more precise details
surrounding the duplicated

projects alluded to in its
report and to be ready to
continuously beam a
searchlight on the processes
in order to put a stop to the
corruption underpinning
governance in the country.
On their part, Nigerians, the
ultimate victims of the
corruption perpetrated by
the MDAs, should demand
accountability and further
reports on the actions taken
to prosecute the
perpetrators of the crimes
already identified by the
ICPC.

s
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Migeria.™ As it turnesd oot, he did not

and Healo sl 2021 budget
i iaa o workers @Nd N100bn

inthe first half of 3022 projects in the

ICPC should expose budget
padding culprits

1 Mareh 2015, while mioves made by us Is that munles for
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Muhammady Bubari made a  fom released to the affected
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wI:m‘l corruption, it will kill General's Office cooperated with us.”
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periods, such
Day celebratiol
Children's Dq

nat found it
the necessary
continue W o

eria’s N

balises o given
is flown by the
hat nation, but

-born  student,

i= mounted in
t and private

af the court
ite. This is a

e addition to the

for sometime

these flags at
with no one
ention to the
wie now call

he Bastardisation of

ational Flag

brought to the school by students
iz green white green embossed
with the coat of arms. Is this not
a contradiction? Does it mean the
teachers and school authorities
have not seen this?

In fact, staff of government
ministries, departments and
agencies  (MDAs) are  equally
culpahle of fiving this adulterated
flag in their cars and driving
to government offices without
being cautioned by anvone, Even
some lywmakers are not left out
in this despicable behaviour as
some in the states and National
Aszembhly fiy the corrupted flag in
their cars. Some traditional rulers
are also guilty of promoting the
wiong flag. The guestion | want
to ask i, when was the Nigerian
national flag redesigned? Who
redesigned the flag? When was
the decision taken to change the
flag from its original form? Why
do we continue progressing in
error In even things that should
be elear to all? s the minister and
management staff of the ministry
of information and naticnal
arientation not aware of this?
Omne will not be surprised to find
gtaff of the National Orientation
Agency (NOA), an agency that
should be ot the forefromt of
educating Nigerians ahout our
vilues and ethics, also embracing
the wrong flag.

In the Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja and in most
stute capital cities, hawkers and
vendors sell this flag at traffic
hold-ups, party conventions
and even religions crusades,
vet there has been no reaction
from the government. In other
climes, this grave viclation of the
national flag would have incurred
the wrath of the authorities but
certainky not here. Just imagne
sameone producing the USA flag
and embossing it with the coat
of arms and fying such a flag in
any state in the country. The law
enforcement  agencies will stop
and question you.

The time has come for the
federal government to come clean
on this and stop this aberration.
If the flag has been changed, let
it be made official so that people
will know, What Is happening is
ot pond for Nigeria's image.

Nyam., is a Media/
Communication Expert and

writes from Abwja
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EDITORIAL

Unending fraud
in MDAs

THE padding of budgeis by civil
servants aorms the Federal Min-
intries, Depariments wnd Ageon-
whes { MIIFAx) has shown that the
war agalned grall b not as eflee-
tive ws it shauld be. The wmemd-
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dnclesed hat he NSk MDA, For instance, in ifs 2017

lion 2021 Federsl Budgel was

‘pudded by the varions MDA, OUdited financial of the
Mo, project duplication worih MDAS, the Office of the Auditor-

Nl0a hillion was farted e

; General of the Federation
-nxanﬁwm that 268
e lajmesuni werpmorter did not account for
Iwiwern Janmary and June this “mmm
R 2016 AuGF report uncovered
suri on icriace i e NASObillion unremitted funds
Lot Commitee on Vasne between 2010 and 2015.

besded by Senstor  Solemioh

Advalae. The nanmaes of the MDA

invalved in the fromd hove ben

Twrw ariled I the Senate U smmiiler on Fiiance lor necowsary sancotbms, sccording to the
ICPC chabrmsn. He lameniod ihst B the fraud wes not aacevered, the sasoant woakl have
Iseen wanted by the Federal Government on duplicated projects for the same purpose o ihe
102 budgel.

I ihai comiection, the relevant commitiees of thie Natloial Assembly have been sdslied
s e om the loak-out for sch project duplication in the implemcoiation of 1he 3020 budget.
I comumamilable that the ageacy has uaooy orvd manumenisl cormuption is the afecied
MDA 1 arrupiion @ he VIO A b v leager pes . Finencial mallcasanoe has over time been
riie bn the MDA For instance, b iis 2007 sodited Anencial repoct of the MDA, the Office of
the Awlitor-Cornarad of the Fodioration ( AwlF) resealod that 268 VA did nat acomint lor
aver s Mdihillien. Similarts, the 2006 Sat.F repart socss ored S 4800 ilen anreiited Toads
etwern 2000 and 2015 This sccurred desplie the Sdbirillon disbursed to daem.

The unbrigfled corruption in i MIAs roguine deterring sancotions sgainst thy
vl sery amts mwsl nol be allowed 1o get away with sislen wealth. They shonld be punishad
wdoguaich. Apart from e HOPC report beimg an indbctment on the posr porformances of
ihe alleched MDA, b would have been apl i the mamis ol the MDA were mady pablic ai
lrast tn shame siach agoncies sind their heaals

The recurring corrupiion in ibe MDA lndbcades thal scconmthng procrdunes sre being
bresched. They do met oven olserye the guidclines for the mnplomentstion of the Tresswrs
Shgle Accownl { TSAL

By ihs provisions of ibe Financlal Regulsion 3200y Hesds of goversmeni sgencies smid
cwmmissbons, are requabied bo sabemll details of otk the sauditcd sceeunts amd Banagenend
reparts 1o (he AnlF mol later than May 30 of the lollowing year. It s ool cortain thal this
pravivkon b strietly shserved.

Evan thoagh the rebes and fules of the Satianal Avsembly stipulate thai delaulting sgrach
Mhuﬂhﬂiﬂ-ﬁﬂpﬂﬂh?ﬂulhfhﬂumﬂhﬂnﬂhﬂ“
ihe rules lor withhabiling the statenont of scceand. it s set o be seen B any ol the chibel ac-
counting sflicers have bevn punbhed sn scoount of bresching thy regulations. This has masde
it possible for the sgeaciey and their hesds o run the alfairs of their rospective sgencies with

¥

1 b dbesplcable thal while the govcrnmsenl bs in dire nancial draits and in o barrewing
Tntnggr Gl Wbl siomme of By proceskng ehligatns, wane VID A and thetd sccoanting offioers are
ahploiilivg grabille fimds. Pty this yoar, the curreil AsliF, Adolphion Aghiighi, while sils-
milting ihe 2009 Audi Report of ihe MDA, moted that sy office unoovervd massive wmver-
fhesd habances in the comsmlidatod Gosnciel statoments totalling 4% Ttrillion.

The querles isned 1o U affectod MDA were nil honoured by thely Besds. This imacks
o evireme mpunity tuet has becomme the bane of mest MDA Undess e corrugtion i the
MIPAY b guichly tackied, 8 s likely 10 continay unabalvd. The National Aswrmbly ekl
dbecinbiely deal with %00 A that Fail te e all sceountabaliny iequirement s stipulated by the
laww. amed whvn refase 1o approve budgets for any STDA (ot defsulis in it statutory compliande
duties.
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_| Conscience, Nurtured by Truth

nterestingly, the various

anti-graft laws make

provisions for the
effective management and
disposal of forfeited
properties, suggesting that a
workable and transparent
mechanism is no rocket
science. However,
corruption will continue to
be a stumbling block until
severely dealt with.

EDITORIAL
Management of Recovered Assets

Instructively, the recently
enacted Proceeds of Crime
Act 2022 raises hope. This
Act provides for an effective
institutional framework for
the recovery and
management of the
proceeds of crime. It also
establishes the Proceeds of
Crime Management
Directorate (“the

Directorate”) in relevant
anti-graft organisations such
as the Economic and
Financial Crimes
Commission; *the
Independent Corrupt
Practices and other Related
Offences Commission;* the
Nigerian Police Force; and
such other organisations as
the Attorney General of the
Federation may designate

Y TheGuardian

from time to time. Once a
property is under
investigation, the directorate
has the exclusive power to
take over and assume
responsibility for the same
subject to specific orders of
the court. This is to ensure
that such assets remain
viable pending the
expiration of cases and

appeals.

While this latest legislative
intervention is a welcome
development, it will be
meaningless unless
government musters the
appropriate political will to
use it for all practical
purposes. It may be ideal to
create an independent body
for proper and effective
management of all
properties forfeited to the
Federal Government. A
uniform framework will
allow for an efficient
traceable, accountable and
transparent asset recovery,
management and disposal
process.
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Management of recovered assets

IVERATHON (hat over L0060 sty
scated  from  polivkcally
" persins, il servants and
o individuals are rotting away i
pnl ot alarmmingg, W underaones the
R sl pediencal wolll el (Duinna g ik
corruption campaign of the Pederal
Lanwrmmad. Given sbio e huge loss
the country bs garmeriog a4 resull ol
the mismanaga mend ol e asety,
PFresident Mubanvmadi Buahari has an
anerous duty 1o adedres e gaping
deficits, an the andy cimirse o rediem
bt weaniiig iopailadion of his adikiie
mr.ln: i tfuls e jgard.

FLET ng iesdenial
Mumml;m vessels,
fuehladen tankers, exotic cars, valu
abile powelry eic, were weloed by snth
gralt agencies from weveral persans
inchading the furmer Minkster of
Potrobewin Resatiices, Diezani Alison
Maclueloe; and the late Chiel of Defence
SEall, Adr Chied Marshal Ales e, The
progeerthas, whicl ame seattoned soross
it lederation, are reponedly either
il wil, wi domger serviceable,

y  damaged, plundered, van-
dalived, or completely damaged for
el Ll e o anEge e i

Fallure of the Federal Governiment &
wflectively manage the siiuation i a
orann dhevvsnmntra i of & leik ol polin)
eal will b o tha righ thing, ¢onader
g U anvilane e of velevant Liws and
regulations surcly, Mgena with her
haiala eovirstamabe reabities canmni afeord
thwt by ol kgnoving such o viable
reverise stroam, bepially worrlsome is
thad the coumiry | bsing abosun Mair
onl thew assetn. Sadh this lose-bo sl
athon will Ninger unnl ihe govern
e i wilbiog to de the neediul,

The orux of th [ssue remalng Lhe mon-
chalanae o thee ruling oles ravards
good govimance. This explaing why
eorruptien has beon identified as the
wnapond Blnidvanae o dn ellective sl
management  framework. | does
appear that affichals changed with the
il y ol nsainsging tha recinenel aviets
are teapansble for the curment difec
tive wtreciure. o ol ihem have
by evinangtledd in allegations oy
by e £ prractices wach an diver
whoom ainal | sale ol recivered
annet, gl (aibupe e pender & propar
acvuiant, ameng others, Ao unresolvid
waind i paslont bo dlve B tiggation of the
lopwmed  acting Chaleman ol  ihe
Tonmumbi Tmarictal Crimes

Caution, in implementing the Orosanye report

Coviwmminadion (OO, Ibralvn Magu, by the
fustioe Ayo Salami panel st up by the
Feberal Governanent over alleged Lailune to

avcount bor 1 oul of the K6 projperties
reconvered Ly the LR i ee March yous, Till
dane, the panel’s report has ool een e

pruablic.

Thie conpniry's shrwaced justior adminas
b 4 aiwhar bmpediment ik
ansrl ecoviry and Managenent prooe,
Wi avssiits amchid disdoiiies aiv mabinly viis
pected procevds of orioie; hende can onby be
bepginamnaie ly ilig oo it Che ey al
A T liial proceedings usially
stretch over sveral yeans therely purting
the governiment in a fis on how o handle
interim forleied aweis pending the Baoal
detvrmdnation of sugh lawsuails,

Motably, ihe curment adminisiration has
somarwhiad imade sttempts to strengihen
i vt pecovery and manageamsed dive,
P imatandce, the Atiodney General ol the
Feceration and  Minisier of justice,
Abvubabkar Maland (AL, initiated the s
rnﬂmrﬂ WA Mg in JU0I% b e way lor

imvestigation by the Presideniial
Commmmitee on Audin o Becovered Assety
and the Judicial Commivsion of Inguiry
chaired by Honorable Justics Ayo Salami
(i) Sonilaaky, e AGEH Dramied the Aset
Tracing, Revovery and  Managemiont
Regiilations im 3009, sl also maaguraned
an inter mindete sl oo iee on oofeied
andity i Newwinber 1000, Collsbaratively,
e blosiae of Rerpiesenbitives commiiuied an
Ad Mot Comumiites on Assessment and
Stabuen of All Bee ovenedd Limots, Movalile anad
Imamvisabile Assots from 2002 w2030 by
Agencies of the Federal Govermment ol
Bigeria B efbec tive, ellioient Mansgeimenl
anvel natibisa i,
However, & crital svsessmient of this

iy were ih Reguilations pavmilgased oh
nitio for wirsdow-dreing and ot neces
sarily loe repairing the damaged legal
tramwwork? Nigerlans are sl woncder-
g whather Me Magis will B broaghi 1o
account following the justice Salami
vestigative panel repart, on, as Magu
wabil, b emrrupeion Dghiing hack, and g
emunent b sl grandsianding? The
silenwee il thi governimend b et anly deal:
i L, Mg s suilmsiquaen) elevatlon i the
vank of Assiviand lnspecior General and
wibsriquenl retlement raise curioaiey
anvil clualbongge tha cradibiliny il b panel.
nverall tve andling of the mattor makis
i kery of the antb<urrupiion fght.
Wmvirpiviie i, Ly (b omids sl 18 e chilel
analiber anad abder of corruption,

ssally whiile the comanitry walbows in pvier

iy recovered assets worth irillions of

paaira are el Lingg away uncles governmmient
watch i Novembier 3020, the Houe of
Representatives ralsed alarm when it dis
anywred that soene of the 90 shigs selosd
by tha EFCC had begun to ok in waten
acron the conemtry, Sod lardy, the ondossal
silillce housing the  [oomar  Federal
sewrielariat &t il 1 o the birink of ool
Lapwr sl thiere in oo maediate solution
i g, Purthermans, Wl Lect thai ihis
dereletbon of duty of the olfoersin
aharge W vever greeted wiith any punitivw
i b wpeaka oo our cultaie of wasto
sl 2o Al e AT

e restinggly, the various smti-grai laws
ik prusis b for the effective manage:
i anal dlbsgeinal ol e letted jrapeie,
suggesting |har a wiorkabile and trampar
ont mechanivm is oo rocketl soenoe.

iatructively, the mooently enated
Prosceeds of Crime Act J028 rabws hape.
s Ay prosicdes lor an elfeciive inank
tutional framework lor ihe reoavery
and management of the proceeds ol
crime. 1 abwo pstablishes Prowesds
al Crime Management [Nrecorae
("the Drectorate™) i elevand antl
ural  organisations sech as  Uhe
Feomomibe  and  Financial  Crimes
{Comvurmb s P bl peende it Corvugt
Pracuices and wiber Relsted (Mlences
i sdin the Nigerian Police Faree,
anad such sthay soganistions s i
Aty deneral of the Pederation
may deadgiinats lroan b bt iie. Onor
A ety b e §iveatgal e, i
directnrate has the exclusive power to
Vo swrr aml s rvs e liny e
ithe same sibject to spealic onders o
the court. This ds to énmere Chad sich
Avwrts v viable perating the aujs-
raten ol cases and appeals.

Whille this latest egislative interven
tion i a4 welcoe devilogsnient, it will
he meaningless unlivss nu\;::wn;
muisters ilw lprrquat! [T wil
tor e b o all pescticsl purpeses, I
miay b ideal b create an indepsendini
Foiwilly fuir pringeen aimad o (locuive anmage
et ool all progrerties forfedted 1o the
Feideral Camernimeni. & wnibarm frane
wiork will allow for an elficlem irson
alile, acvowatable and tranagaren
At recovery, management and dis
vl process, Alsis, i would make the
antigralt organisations moce ool
o Ui core respensibabines of crime
PrEvETL O, W igaton, amd prodec

adiministration's behaviewral pattern in
FecEm years cast sevkous doubn on ity an-
corrupstion sanoe. Bven (he Prevident has
Ranmersied thas “coimrugon il ghiing back"
Merelore, to arguee that the governiment
Fan shimply been plastagy o the gallery iy
il b ot ol place. The pardon granted two
furimer stale giverman wha weie aerving
Jail vl Riwanoial oo spssake vilune
il grmveTn NS sus oo co T e to
Figg bt evwrupibion. More embanmasing is
the iwalidatian of (e Asset Tracing,
Recovery and Management Regpulations by
ihvir Pederal Digh Conart, The Cown bilil thai
thie Regulstions wene, “ulirs vires the wllios
aned = ol the MGF anal comeguently,
all anvi iliapesals inaide purseait there
1o were nullified. I the Chiel Liw Ofioer
grieerand ol his Consiituienal lmdtavions

L Aceniding o pepeiis

i e i, Chiere i &
wlep the Tesberal
Guvernmanl ol e
ke i the oming year
b T i tns B (v
imed canalully b D io di
witly the implemenation
ol the Chinia Tl
wiliich |n‘mnlh“:|-hlrdw:ht
merging ol iy g
s ageices and panss
Lalals lﬂhﬂt i LIE“II'I.!-
vl ol runining &l e warl
[ILET s T

Al e s ook, the jdes
a [:-m veery jpod and neason
T whem i ubpeted i
 vakiwiial Wty B ey
wre Uil such recommienids
tom will omly creatd e
problems than i will ever
seilwe s the wer ke are (s
ol e be basd ofll vhey will
b riely B o one allloeio
another only 1 be pemdered
wittprly recumbany whils sl
ibrawing wilarses [T tha gov
TN
I s e, e wisn i bie ay

(e TR AT T T TR T T
ipmnading since o will il
T i imvane @l atisi
b i e Todiaiopa in
b ok 4o with thetr hnagy
voage hills Thereliog, tha W
Ahvie rwverel for 1l ottt
to think through thngy
pisperly bebore embanikng
o & policy that may Leter
Ivosmerang wnd lead v a
hw  wt ol prabiens
# Jiuke Oyl 14 cosslinator
i Eabuics Woatcfy dsterrantivnal,

Tangi,
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M, cod b vl pomtpnue ss bea  ioas eatber than andllary s
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EDITORIAL ON NATIONAL SUMMIT ON
DIMINISHING CORRUPTION

UNHELPFUL BUCKPASSING

Both the government and ASUU have roles to play in revitalising our varsities.

Muhammadu Buhari challenged the teachers to the system must be curtailed purge the campuses of the

is known to be stop blaming the rot in the if the universities are to graftthathasled to diversion
taciturn. Rarely does he sector on funding, deliver on their duties. He of fundsin the universities.
communicate his views on
burning national issues to
the public. *However, the
National Summit organised
by the Independent Corrupt
Practices And Other Related
Offences Commission
(ICPC) on graft in the public
sector* provided the public a
chance to peep into the inner
recesses of his mind on the
long-drawn strike by the
Academic Staff Union of
Universities (ASUU).

I > resident about eight months, contending that the graft in called on the lecturers to

The President, whose charge |
it is to take the final decision |
on ending the industrial
action that has crippled the
nation's Ivory Tower for

|
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