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The challenges of poverty, population, health, conservation,
and buman rights around the world are interconnected,
requiring sustained and comprebensive interventions.
Recognizing the need for a new approach, MacArthur is
supporting the first global initiative to provide rigorous,
cross-disciplinary professional training for future leaders

in sustainable development.

AT A GLANCE

* Since 2008, the MacArthur
Foundation has awarded grants
totaling $16 million to 20 insti-
tutions of higher learning in 15
countries to create new, graduate
Master’s in Development Practice
programs, with the long-term
goal of establishing a new field
of development practice.

* The new, two-year Master’s in
Development Practice programs
provide graduate-level students
with the core skills and knowledge
required of a development
practitioner to engage with
specialists across multiple fields.

* The creation of these programs
is an acknowledgement that
addressing extreme poverty
and sustainable development
throughout the world requires
expert knowledge and an
interdisciplinary approach.
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Master’s in Development Practice

ABOUT THE INITIATIVE

Extreme poverty in much of the world

is rooted in a complex set of causes,
including poor agricultural productivity,
the stress of climate change, the burden
of tropical disease, and the absence of
basic infrastructure, such as roads and
telecommunications. A major obstacle
to addressing these challenges is the
lack of generalist professionals trained
across the fields of public health,
agronomy, engineering, economics, and
environmental science who have the
subject matter expertise and regional
knowledge to address them.

In 2008, the MacArthur Foundation
launched a $16 million global initiative to
support the creation of new, graduate-
level training programs at universities
around the world, with the long-term goal
of establishing a new field of development
practice. Since then, the Foundation has
awarded 20 grants to 20 institutions of
higher learning in 15 countries worldwide
to create new Master’s in Development
Practice (MDP) programs. MacArthur

has also helped create a Secretariat at
Columbia University in New York to serve
as the nexus for the Global Network of
MDP programs. Three additional programs
are part of the global network but did not
receive support from MacArthur.

The new, two-year Master’s in Develop-
ment Practice programs provide graduate-
level students with the core skills and
knowledge required of a development
practitioner to engage with specialists
across multiple fields. The degree is built
on rigorous, cross-disciplinary coursework
in four main areas: health sciences,
natural sciences, social sciences, and
management, supplemented by two
summers of field training, as recommended
by the MacArthur-supported International
Commission on Education for Sustainable
Development Practice.

The creation of MDP programs is an
acknowledgement that addressing extreme
poverty and sustainable development
throughout the world requires expert
knowledge and an interdisciplinary
approach. By broadening students’
training they will be able to more effectively
understand and address the interwoven
root causes of extreme poverty and the
challenges of sustainable development.

The Global MDP Secretariat at Columbia
University provides assistance to univer-
sities seeking to establish MDP programs,
and also helps to develop the program’s
curriculum, case studies, and standards;
maintain an open-source, virtual library
for curricula and other course-related
resources for the programs; organize
meetings and workshops for MDP univer-
sities; support an online “Global Class-
room” on sustainable development
practice; and strengthen the Global
Network of MDP universities. More infor-
mation about the Network is available

at www.globalmdp.org.
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MASTER’S IN DEVELOPMENT
PRACTICE PROGRAMS

Global MDP Network Secretariat

Lucia Rodriguez

Director
Irodriguez@ei.columbia.edu
www.globalmdp.org

Africa Region

UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA

Gaborone, Botswana

Dr. Uli Schmitt

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: schmittu@mopipi.ub.bw

UNIVERSITY OF CHEIKH

ANTA DIOP, UCAD

Dakar, Senegal

Dr. Aly Mbaye

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: mbayealy93@yahoo.fr

*MDP Programs launched without MacArthur support.
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UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN

Ibadan, Nigeria

Dr. Labode Popoola

Director, Center for Sustainable
Development

Coordinator, Master’s in Development
Practice

Email: labopopoola@yahoo.com
http:/www.ui.edu.ng/

Asia and Pacific Region

BRAC DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE,

BRAC UNIVERSITY

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Dr. Syed Hashemi

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: smhashemi@yahoo.com
www.bracdevelopmentinstitute.org/

JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY

Cairns and Townsville, Australia

Dr. Jeff Sayer

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: Jeffrey.Sayer@jcu.edu.au

TERI UNIVERSITY

New Delhi, India

Dr. Mala N. Reddy

Program Coordinator, Master’s in
Sustainable Development Practice
Email: mnreddy@teri.res.in
http:/teriuniversity.ac.in

TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY

Beijing, China

Dr. Zhang Yanbing

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: zhangyanbing@tsinghua.edu.cn

UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA*

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Dr. Sulo Nair

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: sulonair@yahoo.com

UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

Dr. Dileni Gunewardena
Project Coordinator, Masters in
Development Practice

Email: dilenig@pdn.ac.lk

Latin America Region

TROPICAL AGRICULTURAL

RESEARCH AND HIGHER EDUCATION
CENTER (CATIE)

Turrialba, Costa Rica

Dr. Alejandro Imbach

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: imbach@catie.ac.cr

UNIVERSIDAD DE LOS ANDES
Bogota, Colombia

Diana Gaviria

Coordinator, Master’s in Development
Practice

Email: dgaviria@uniandes.edu.co

UNIVERSIDADE FEDERAL RURAL

DO RIO DE JANEIRO, UFRRJ

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Dr. Rodrigo Medeiros

Coordinator, Master’s in Development
Practice

Email: rmedeirosnadc@yahoo.com.br

Europe and North America Region

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

New York, New York

Dr. Glenn Denning

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: gdenning@columbia.edu

EMORY UNIVERSITY

Atlanta, Georgia

Dr. David Nugent

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: mastdev@emory.edu
http://web.gs.emory.edu/mdp

The Foundation is no longer accepting proposals related to Master’s in Development Practice programs.
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Master’s in Development Practice

INSTITUTE OF POLITICAL SCIENCES
(SCIENCES PO)

Paris, France

Hélene Thiollet

Program Manager, Master’s in
Development Practice
Helene.thiollet@sciences-po.fr

TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN AND
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

Dublin, Ireland

Dr. Padraig Carmody

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: carmodyp@tcd.ie
http://www.naturalscience.tcd.ie/
postgraduate/dev-pract/dev-pract.php

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY
Berkeley, California

Dr. David Zilberman

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: mdp@mdp.berkeley.edu
http:/mdp.berkeley.edu/

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS
Davis, California

Dr. Wendy (Gwynn) Laird Benner
Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: gwbenner@ucdavis.edu
http://cdp.ucdavis.edu/

UNIVERSITY OF DENVER*

Denver, Colorado

Dr. Dan Wessner

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: Daniel. Wessner@du.edu
www.du.edu/korbel/mdp

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

Gainesville, Florida

Sheila Onzere

Academic Program Coordinator,
Master’s in Development Practice

Email: sonzere@ufl.edu
http://www.africa.ufl.edu/mdp/home.html

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA*
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Chavanne L. Peercy

Coordinator, Master’s in Development
Practice

Email: clpeercy@umn.edu
http://www.hhh.umn.edu/degrees/mdp/
index.html

UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

Dr. Larry Swatuk

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: Iswatuk@uwaterloo.ca

UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Dr. Julie Pelletier

Director, Master’s in Development Practice
Email: ju.pelletier@uwinnipeg.ca

Contact Information

Milena Novy-Marx
Program Officer
mnovymar@macfound.org

Laura Young
Program Assistant
lyoung@macfound.org

More information about the
Master’s in Development
Practice programs, including an
interactive map of participating
universities and videos about
each program is available online
at www.globalmdp.org.

About The MacArthur Foundation

The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation supports creative people and
effective institutions committed to building a more just, verdant, and peaceful world.

In addition to selecting the MacArthur Fellows, the Foundation works to defend human
rights, advance global conservation and security, make cities better places, and
understand how technology is affecting children and society.

For more information or to sign-up for news and event updates, please visit

www.macfound.org

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
140 South Dearborn St., Suite 1200, Chicago, lllinois 60603-5285

Telephone: (312) 726-8000
www.macfound.org
TDD: (312) 920-6285
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